
MP praises minerals sector 

26 June 2018, by Jez Abbott 

Ruth George became the first MP to address the British Aggregates Association (BAA) 

conference this week where another speaker slammed government watchdog the Environment 

Agency. 

The MP for High Peak and vice chair of the all party parliamentary group on quarrying 
and mining told more than 100 delegates in Buxton that she had met several industry 
representatives in parliament. 

"We are looking at the challenges and what we can do to support you. Many people 
don’t realise how many quarries there are or how important they are as employers and 
to local economies." 

George, elected in last year’s general election, added: "These are uncertain times and 
economic change will impact on your industry as it will everywhere. It’s good to see MPs 
are aware of their local quarries and their importance" 

Meanwhile mining engineer Mark Pritchard said the Environment Agency's performance 
in areas of inert landfill was "unsatisfactory". Regulatory complexity was seen by some 
to have a "negative" impact. 

The management and implementation of its regulatory framework could benefit from 
more input from the minerals sector, suggested the partner at GWP. 

"I’m sure the Environment Agency does a lot of good work and has competent staff, but 
there are many instances where the input falls well short of what you’d expect from a 
competent authority." 

He reckoned many staff were put in a position of exercising regulatory control "beyond 
their experience and qualifications", and regulatory control didn’t have the necessary 
peer review. 

Pritchard spoke of a site for 400,000 cubic metres of inert landfill. Despite appropriate 
planning permissions and a waste management licence the agency said there was an 
environmental risk. 

Regardless of the risk or otherwise, the landfill tax of moving all the waste would be so 
high, and "that waste is going nowhere". 



Another case, a criminal investigation on another landfill site involved agency officials 
taking measurements using a dated barometer – a piece of equipment last used 
regularly in the 1960s. 

"It was an absolute outrage and the case was thrown out." 

 


