- Scottish councils’ specification policies are forcing up prices for green materials

Recycled aggies ‘cost
taxpayers too much’

By PauL THOMPSON

SCOTTISH local authorities are being
forced to pay double the amount for recy-
cled aggregates than they would for virgin
material thanks to minimum recycled
content limits on projects.

Government and local planning author-
ity guidelines require a set level of material
used on each scheme to be recycled.

These demands are skewing the market
to such an extent that local authorities arc
being forced to pay twice the amount {or a
tonne of recycled aggregate than they would
for similar quantities of virgin stonc.

Local authorities across central Scot-
land would be expected to pay between £4
and £5 per tonne for virgin type 1 sub-base

material, according to sector sources.

But the same amount of type 1 sub-basc
produced from recycled material would
cost £9.50 per tonne ex-works. Add haul-
age costs on top of that base price and the
onsite cost for recycled type 1 could tip the
£10 mark.

The extra costs are eventually passed on
to council tax payers across the country,
according to Richard Bird, executive officer
at the British Aggregates Association,

He said: “You cannot blame the recycled
aggregate producers — it’s a simple case of
supply and demand. Policies to enforce
the use of more recycled aggregates have
artificially skewed the market.

“Demand for these sorts of materials
is s0 high producers can virtually charge

what they like.- Unfortunately it means that
council tax payers are getting nothing like
the value for money they should.”

Mr Bird claimed the problem stemmed
from there not being enough material
available for recycling.

He said: “Policy says there should be
more recycled content in projects. That’s
fine but there is a maximum amount of
reeycled material available for aggregate
use in the country and we are probably
close to that maximum.

“Using recycled material does not need
tobe pushed through by the planning proc-
ess. With the tightening of the landfill tax it
makes sound commercial sense anyway.”
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