 

Quarry Management February 2005

BAA calls for assurances over MPS1 

IN its initial response to the Government's consultation paper on Minerals Policy Statement I: Planning and Minerals, the British Aggregates Association has called for assurances that MPSI will neither sterilize mineral reserves nor make access more difficult for operators.
MSPI is a revision of MPGI and covers the extraction of all minerals in England and Wales. It is the first guidance stage after the recent Planning Act, which is intended to deliver a fundamentally simpler, less complex, swifter and more business-friendly planning system, as outlined in the Government's Green Paper of 2001.
The BAA says the new Act and the guidance in MPSI and other policy statements, together with the various annexes, need to be studied together to ensure that society can obtain the products it requires and that industry is given both the ability to meet this need and the confidence and encouragement to continue to invest in UK plc.
BAA secretary Peter Huxtable said the quarrying industry had already provided the optimum use of recycled and secondary products and that access to primary materials would become more important in the future. He said: 'The principal of sustainability has three pillars, and the economic and social aspects need to be properly balanced against the environment, which is covered more than adequately under extensive current and proposed legislation.

'It is particularly important in the Government policy statement to ensure that this is a clear and unambiguous remit of the planners. While there are choices for all other developments, minerals can only be extracted where they occur, and this will continue to be in mainly rural and scenically attractive areas,' said Mr Huxtable.
The consultation process runs until the end of this month [February], during which the BAA says it will continue to consult with its members and take part in further discussions with other stakeholders before finalizing its views.
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