
Letter to the
Editor

/NEW SUSTAINABILIT\
PARTNERSHIP

Sir, - Quarry operators now
face huge cha[[enges in a
dectining market. We have to
contend with a mountain of
red tape, onerous ptanning
conditions and rising costs.
Add to this, punitive rates, bad

debt and theft and it is littte
wonder many compantes now
struggte to make a Living.

Despite these probtems, the
MPA proposes a new
Community Fund to hand out
cash to our neighbours. lt is
claimed thai the money wil[
come from the Aggregates

Levy, even though the levy
itself may soon be declared
ittegat. The BAA is not aLone in
questioning the wisdom of this
idea.

Good operators do not need
to bribe their neighbours. My
own company has provided
new public paths and nature
sanctuaries. We have also
ptanted hundreds of trees and
we operate a prize-winning
f leet of wett-maintained
vehicLes. Localism in action
and we are also past winners
of the Cooper-Heyman Cup for
the quaLity of our restoration.

There may be a case for
community f unding by the
Large muLti-nationaLs which
form the main body of the
MPA. However, sites worked
by former Sand and Gravel
Association members have an
outstanding record in pubLic

reLations, restoration and safe
working practices.

0ur industry is on the back
foot and, sadLy, is now [argeLy

controlled from overseas. My
company has been in sand and
graveI for over 75 years, we
emptoy Local people and we
make a positive contribution to
the locaI economy. Rather
than high-prof ite poIiticaI
grandstanding, we woutd
prefer our Larger trade
association to concentrate a

bit more on the needs of its
sma[[er members.

Yours etc,
ROGER N. CULLIMORE
Chairma n,

Moreton C. Cullimore
[Gravets] Ltd,
47 London Rd,

Stroud,
GLos. GL5 2AU
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